RECALLED PROM BOULOGNE                               159
As late as the 18 January, Paget wrote to Surrey, taking him
to task for not reporting to the King his "skirmish with the
French." Having expressed his discouragement by reason that
there were no letters from Surrey, five or six days having passed
without news, Paget pointed out, "His Majesty, like a Prince
of Wisdom, knows that who plays at a game of chance must
sometime lose." He also declares his confidence "that the
Earl had in the rearguard of the battle placed some men of wit
and experience 'which when against all order of fight and against
the appointment of the chieftain, seeing the horse flee (as they
took it), if they so thought and fled so are not greatly to be
blamed.' "7
Why should these demands be sent for further information
when Surrey had sent complete written and verbal reports?
The Privy Council and Paget reveal in their letters consider-
able correct knowledge of what happened. In fact, the knowl-
edge of the encounter of 7 January revealed in these letters is
sufficiently extensive to lead us to suspect that Surrey's
enemies on the Privy Council had been able to keep Surrey's
official reports from the King while they, purporting to have
had advertisement from other sources than Surrey's reports,
gave his Majesty only bits of information derogatory to
Surrey.
But the direct effect of this affair on Surrey's later life has
been magnified out of all proportion to the facts that can be
determined. Though the data are very confusing and contra-
dictory concerning the attitude of the King and Privy Council
towards the result of this engagement on 7 January, no posi-
tive evidence can be offered in support of the almost unani-
mous assumption of earlier writers that the outcome of this one
skirmish contributed directly to and was the beginning of
Surrey's downfall.
The correspondence between Surrey and the King and the
records of the Privy Council reveal no immediate withdrawal
of the King's favor from Surrey. The Privy Council, outwardly
at least, accepted Surrey's judgment that it was a "loss and